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A Survey on the Vertebrates of Syh-Duu Nursery

Abstract

Syh-Duu Nursery, a diversified environment for wildlife, is one of the important
Nursery of Forestry Bureau in northern Taiwan. The purpose of this study was to
learn the wildlife fauna of the area for future management. From May 2004 to Apr.
2005 line transect surveys and infrared cameras were used monthly to study wildlife
fauna in this area. About 85 vertebrate species were recorded. In terms of
mammal species, 15 from 9 families were recorded including 3 endemic species.
Among those 15, 8 were rare conserved species (Macaca cyclopis, Manis
pentadactyla, Herpestes urva, Paguma larvata taivana, Viverricula indica taivana,
Muntiacus reevesi micurus, Cervus unicolor swinhoei, Naemorhedus swinhoe,).
Time budget analyzed from infrared photos showed that M. r micurus was
crepuscular and V. i. taivana was nocturnal. In bird species, 46 from 23 families
(subfamilies) were recorded including 6 endemic species. Among those 46, 17
were conserved species including 3 endangered species (Ictinaetus malayensis,
Lophura swinhoii, Oriolus straillii), 6 rare species (Spilornis cheela, Accipiter
gularis, Otus spilocephalus, Garrulax poecilorhynchus, Parus varius, Urocissa
caerulea), and 8 other conserved species (Arborophila crudigularis, Cinclidium
leucurum, Pericrocotus solaris, Liocichla steerii, Yuhina brunneiceps, Myiophoneus
insulris, Musicapa ferruginea, Ficedula hyperythra). Monthly species record
varied between 7 species in Oct. 2004 and 20 speces in Feb. 2005. Five most
commonly recorded species were Alcippe morrisonia , Hypsipetes madagascariensis,
Pycnontus sinensis, Pomatorhinus ruficollis and Stachyris ruficeps. In reptilian
species, 8 from 4 families (subfamilies) were recorded. Pareas formosensis is
endemic species and rare consered species. Japalura polygonata xanthostoma
were commonly seen species in the area. For amphibian species, 16 from 5
families were recorded including 4 endemic species and 3 conserved species
(Rhacophorus taipeianus, Rhacophorus prasinatus, Buergeria robustus). The
highest record was found in Sep. and the lowest was in Dec. 2004. Five commonly
found species were Chirixalus idiootocus, Rana latouchi, Bufo bankorensis, Rana
adenopleura and Chirixalus eiffingeri. In terms of fish species, 8 species from 6
families mainly exotic species in man-made pond were recorded except native Zacco
barbata which was found in marsh habitat in the area. Hunting activities were
observed in part of the study area during survey and need to be regulated in the
future. The important wild resources found there is worth of long-term
investigation to establish data bank of the area. Besides, the area could be partially
opened up for public education and ecotourism opportunities.
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